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SUBJ: ELECTRICITY MINISTER BABALAU REPLACED 

CONSTANTIN BABALAU, PARTY EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CANDIDATE MEMBER, 

HAS BEEN REPLACED AS MINISTER OE ELECTRICAL ENERGY (SCINTEIA, 

OCTOBER 25). BABALAU HAS BEEN VIEWED AS A USEFUL, TRUSTED 
TROUBLESHOOTER BUT NOT CAPABLE OF GOING MUCH HIGHER. AETER 
BECOMING MINISTER IN DECEMBER 1972 AFTER TOUR AS DOLJ PARTY 
FIRST SECRETARY, HE GAINED NO GREAT REPUTATION EOR COMPETENCE; ONE 
SOURCE HAS SPECULATED THAT BABALAU MAY BE SCAPEGOAT FOR ARGES DAM 
ACCIDENT THIS SUMMER, BUT IT ALSO MAY BE THAT CEAUSESCU IS 
CONCERNED THAT ELECTRICAL ENERGY SECTOR HAS NOT BEEN PUSHED 
FORCEFULLY ENOUGH. POWER HAS BECOME HIGH-PRIORITY SECTOR, IS 
EXPANDING RAPIDLY, AND HAS HIGH GOALS AND SERIOUS DIFFICULTIES 
AS ROMANIA MUST INCREASINGLY LOOK ABROAD TO FILL ENERGY REQUIREMENTS. 
BABALAU'S REPLACEMENT, NICOLAE MANESCU, CANDIDATE PARTY CC 
MEMBER AND ONETIME BOSS OF IRON GATES DAM PROJECT, IS BONAEIDE 
ENGINEER AND, ACCORDING TO SOVIET DCM, IS KNOWN AS TOP-ELIGHT 
MANAGER WITH TECHNICAL ORIENTATION. 
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